THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
Grenville's own record of his purchases is preserved.

Bibliotheca Grenmlliana^ or bibliographical notices of rare and curious
books forming part of the library of the Right Hon. Thomas Grcnville.
By John Thomas Payne and Henry Foss. 2 vols. 1842.

------ Part the Second^ completing the catalogue of the library bequeathed to

the British Museum by the late Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. By
John Thomas Payne and Henry Fosse. 1848.

------ Part the third. With a genera! index. [By W. B. Rye.] 1872.

ii. THE HUTH BEQUEST
It is rarely now that a complete library can be acquired, however
choice, without producing a great number of duplicates and triplicates
of important but well-known books. This was the case with the
Grenville and even with the King's, and much more would it have
been so by 1900 with almost any collection. A new form of bequest,
adapted to the new conditions, was devised by Alfred Henry Huth.
Under his will, dated I4th January, 1903, he bequeathed to the
Trustees their choice of any fifty volumes from the great library
chiefly formed by his father, Henry Huth. The terms of the will also
allowed them to exchange a copy of a book for a finer one, but any
such book taken by exchange was to count as one of the fifty,1?
Thirteen of the fifty chosen are MSS. All but one are illuminated,
the exception being (No. X) a Dutch Hours, remarkable as con-
taining impressions of engravings by the Master of the Berlin Passion.
Only one (No. Ill), a fine Psalter of the late thirteenth century,
represents the English School, in which the Museum was already
naturally very rich; the French Schools are the best represented, and
notably by the splendid Bible in two volumes (Nos, I, II).
The printed books are relatively more important. The Museum's
set of the first editions of the pre-Folio Quartos of Shakespeare were
completed (bar the doubtful and unique Titus Andronicus) by
Richard //, 1597, R^hard ///, 1597, and Merry Wives^ 1602, and
were supported by three contemporary sonnet-cycles, a group of
Shakespeare's source books, and, notably, the Daniel-Huth half (70
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